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Application No.: 09/153,781 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being hand delivered^ 
the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 2023 1CBV 
a representative of Annette Masiello Patent and Trademark Services 

Signed: (^^f^^^lY{cLjU^j2£^_ 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR SI. 56 AND $1.97 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



Dear Sir: 

The references listed in the attached PTO Form 1449 may be material to examination 
of the above-identified patent application. Applicants submit these references in compliance 
with their duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR §§1 .56 and 1.97. The Examiner is requested 
to make these citations of official record in this application. 

This application is a Continuation-in-part of prior application no. 08/664,086 (now 
Patent No. 6,028,593). The present application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §120 to the 
prior application. Because many of the listed references were either cited by the PTO or 
submitted to the PTO in the prior parent applications, under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d) Applicants 
submit that copies need not be provided for those references cited in the prior applications. 
References cited in the parent application, and for which copies are not provided, are marked 
with an asterisk ("*") in the attached Form 1449. 
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This Information Disclosure Statement is not to be construed as a representation that a 
search has been made, that additional information material to the examination of this 
application does not exist, or that these references indeed constitute prior art. 

In addition, Applicants list the following pending U.S. patent applications in 
compliance with their duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR §§1.56 and 1.97: 
Application No. 09/628,586, filed 7/31/00. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed it is believed within three months 
of the filing date of the application or before the mailing date of a first office action on the 
merits. Accordingly, it is believed that no fees are due in connection with the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. However, if it is determined that any fees are due, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge such fees to Deposit Account 02-3964 (Order 
No. IMMIP053). 




<fames R. Riegel 
Registration No. 36,651 
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